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eternal principle which pervades the entire universe, and that nothing
beside it is. It is based on an unfaltering conviction that our union
with the Eternal Being, our self-realisation, must be a fact of experi-
ence and not a mere philosophic theory. Mysticism is, in essence
and at foundation, a scientific faith; and it is entirely practical in
its character." There is no contradiction between Mysticism and
Rationalism; only their methods are different, and involve the exer-
cise of two different faculties of the human mind. In Mysticism
the perception of the Absolute Principle is (immediate and un-
analysable ?; in Rationalism it is reasoned out. In fact, idealistic
Rationalism and the deductive method peculiar to it, invariably
presuppose, as their starting point, the immediate and a priori
perception of an Absolute Principle, a perception which we call
mystical, precisely because it is immediate and unanalysable. Platonic
Idealism, like its offshoots, the systems of Plotmus, Spinoza,
Sclielling, begins with a mystical act and culminates in a Eeligion.2
Some of the noticeable features of Mysticism in general are3:—
(a) That all Nature is living thought, and what is called Matter
is but the last and densest expression of Spirit.
{b) That man has an affinity with all that exists, from the highest
to the lowest, merged in the Divine stream of Life that pours
through the Universe.
(e) That all that is seen is mireal, in the sense of its being contin-
gent and transient; and all that is invisible is real.
(d) That as above, so below.
(e) That man has the whole universe within himself; he is but
a microcosm of the macrocosm.
(/) That the Eternal is in man, but lying hidden 'under
earthly nature'.
(g) That man is, in essence, one with that Eternal.
(A) That the Eternal can be experienced, or realised only by the
Pure aad Righteous.
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